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Recreation • June 2014

AQUATICS
This year Big Surf opened on May 31 and Meadows Pool opened to the public on June 2.   The
cold weather has not helped with Early Bird Pool Pass sales.  The aquatic staff is being proactive
and will integrate a “regular” daily fee structure into the day-to-day operations at Big Surf
starting on July 1.  This will enable staff to provide a resident discount to those users who have
the ability to prove residency at the time of purchase.  Summer swim lessons started June 16;
swim instructors have been trained and will be evaluated during the first session of summer
lessons enabling the staff to target specific areas of improvement.  We believe better swim
lessons equates to better customer retention. Staff is pleased to report that all 3 pools successfully
passed the MRMA Aquatic Safety Observation Audit with a 100% rating.  There are 6 certified
lifeguard instructors training new lifeguard staff.  All guards have been updated to the newest
lifeguarding, CPR, and AED standards. Our popular Summer Swim Team began practice on
June 3, with 88 participants.  New programs for the summer include water polo at Big Surf and
several adult swim technique classes offered at Meadows pool.

ATHLETICS
Spring soccer ended June 15, parents were very happy to have all their games at our Melas
facility throughout the spring season for the kindergarten through the fourth grade age divisions.
Youth Baseball/Softball is entering the playoffs with their respective leagues. As we approach
the end of June/early July we will host the all-star games at various levels from tee-ball through
both baseball and girls softball. Staff is gearing up for our Best in Baseball Tournament; six
tournaments over the four weekends in July. Adult Athletics - The Classic League is in full
“swing”, both Spring Basketball and Spring Volleyball will end the week of June 16.

PROGRAMS AND SPECIAL EVENTS
Administrative staff secured a $48,852 youth summer employment grant from the State of Illinois
Department of Natural Resources.  Funds from the grant will help the District employ youth ages 16
to 18 for the summer months.  Our 27th Annual 5K Run, Strive for 5, was held on June 14, with a
little over 250 runners from the surrounding northwest suburbs.  Staff continued with the Super
Hero Theme again for year’s event.  Once again, Superman, Batman, Spiderman, Captain America,
Wonder Woman were all a part of this special event.

Summer Day Camp registration is very strong and comparable to 2013 numbers. We have added an
automatic payment option this year for those parents wishing to have camp fees automatically
withdrawn from their bank accounts.  Our High Five Camp has exceeded our 2013 registration
numbers by 10 and Happy Campers has increased by 6 participants.

Preschool 2014/2015 pre-numbers have increased by 10% compared to the 2013/2014 registration
period.  Currently there are 133 registered for the upcoming school year.  We met with School
District 59 to discuss the 2014/2015 changes for the upcoming school year.
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Summer is in full swing for the Cultural Arts staff and program participants!  The dance year
has come to a close as 1,200 enrolled students move on to summer dance programming. Dance
camps are a popular choice - this year’s offerings include ELEVATION! Acro Dance, Dance
Discovery, Poms Performance and All Star Summer Cheer Dance. The Art Studio opened its
summer doors on June 16 with 16 new class offerings! Princess Palace, themed around the
movie Frozen, had to raise its maximum three times in order to accommodate 40 participants.
New classes, Monkeying Around and Backyard Carnival, allow siblings to create together giving
Mom a much deserved summer break. Popular weeklong camps such as Art Start and Passion
for Fashion now have a two hour, 4-6 pm, option to extend the lessons for interested students
and working parents.

June 16 was also opening night for seven weeks of concerts presented by Mt. Prospect
Community Band. Concerts begin at 7:30pm at the Veteran’s Memorial Band Shell. The 76
member band has never sounded better! This year’s themes include: June 16 – For the Young at
Heart, June 23 – A Sunset Concert, June 30- And the Home of the Brave, July 7 – Audience
Request Night, July 14 – The Marvelous Messmers, July 21 – The Great American Songbook and
July 28 – International Night featuring the music of Spain and the ballet dancers from the Mt.
Prospect School of Classical Ballet. Tasty concessions are always available, so come on out and
join the FUN!

Thursday night concerts, also at the Veterans Memorial Band Shell, kickoff on June 19 with
Hello Summer! HiFi Superstar will perform and kids can enjoy free games, face painting,
bounce house, sizzling hair station and much more. Hometown favorites, 7th Heaven, perform on
June 26. On July 10  Classic Movie Night kicks off as we present, The Little Mermaid, on the big
screen. Games and festivities begin at 7:30pm with the movie starting promptly at 8:30pm. Our
2nd annual Country Fair takes place on July 17 with the country tunes of the J & T Band and
games galore including the popular dunk tank. Our pie contest will also return.. The season
wraps on July 24 with Chicago Tribute Anthology performing the music of one of the most
popular and enduring bands of all time, Chicago. All Thursday night festivities begin at 7pm.

FACILITIES
Canine Commons opened to members on Saturday, June 21, 2014.  Currently we have sold 250
memberships.  Staff will be monitoring usage of the park over the next month to make the
determination to sell additional memberships for this popular park. PlayPlex, the indoor
playground at our RecPlex facility, was closed on June 1, due to the increasing cost to repair the
existing structure.  Staff is currently researching replacement options, as we looking to reopen
the area with a fresh new look and equipment in the fall of 2014. RecPlex gym floor
construction is set to begin on August 4. Friendship Park Conservatory will be celebrating its
25th Anniversary on Saturday, June 28 from 11am to 3pm.  Plans are being finalized to include
entertainment and activities for all ages.










































































